
	

	
	

	
DAIC	Encourages	the	Private	Sector	and	other	Stakeholders	to	

Fulfill	Responsibility	in	Electoral	Process	
	

	
	

Roseau,	 March	 31,	 2019	 –	 The	 DAIC	 encourages	 the	 Private	 Sector	 and	 other	
stakeholder	 to	 actively	 fulfill	 their	 responsibility	 in	 the	 electoral	 process	by	being	
adequately	informed	and	understanding	the	process	in	order	to	utilize	the	system	to	
achieve	the	desired	result.	
	
On	Tuesday,	DAIC	hosted	its	second	Eggs	&	Issues	Breakfast	for	2019	on	the	theme	
"The	Electoral	Process:	Our	Collective	Responsibility”	 featuring	Mr.	Gerald	Burton,	
the	Chairman	of	the	Dominica	Electoral	Commission.	
	
It	was	evident	through	the	presentation	and	discussion,	that	all	stakeholders	inclusive	
of	individuals	and	representative	bodies	must	take	active	part	in	ensuring	the	most	
optimal	electoral	process.		



	

It	was	discussed	that	updating	and	cleaning	voter	lists	is	a	collective	community	and	
diaspora	 responsibility	 in	 helping	 provide	 information	 towards	 improving	 the	
accuracy	of	the	list	of	electors.	Importantly,	the	Act	provides	for	a	review	process	to	
bring	 to	 the	 attention	 of	 the	 electoral	 process	 any	 objections	 and	 the	 Electoral	
Commission	is	soliciting	the	participation	of	all	Dominicans	in	helping	to	clean	voter	
lists.	Upon	publication	of	every	list,	notices	are	issued	to	the	general	public	to	review	
and	to	register	any	claims	of	omission,	or	other	inaccuracies.		
	
Mr.	Burton	noted	that	one	of	the	difficulties	has	been	to	uniquely	identify	the	voter	
who	 turns	 up	 to	 vote.	 He	 declared	 that	 this	 difficulty	 would	 be	 remedied	 by	 the	
introduction	of	voters’	identification	cards	containing	specified	personal	information.	
He	further	stated	that	it	is	important	to	implement	an	electoral	system	where	voters	
would	not	opt	out	of	critical	aspects	of	the	process;	hence,	it	is	essential	to	have	this	
critical	process	embodied	in	law.	Additionally,	he	emphasized	that	the	missing	action	
for	the	success	of	this	is	the	implementation	of	a	statutory	amendment	for	bringing	
the	system	into	effect	given	that	all	equipment	and	logistics	for	implementation	are	
available.	
	
It	was	understood	that	the	process	of	voter	verification	is	not	for	the	addition	of	new	
voters	to	the	list	but	for	verification	of	the	identity	of	voters	who	have	been	previously	
registered.		
	
President	 of	 DAIC,	 Kenneth	 Green	 stated,	 “Education	 of	 all	 citizens	 and	 voters	 is	
essential	to	galvanize	action	towards	supporting	an	untainted	electoral	process.		We	
are	happy	that	like	our	past	Eggs	and	Issues	sessions	on	Cannabis	Legalization,	the	
Kempinski	Hotel	and	Opportunities	for	the	Private	Sector,	and	CREAD	this	discussion	
allows	for	more	information	to	be	available	directly	from	the	guardians	of	the	process.	
We	encourage	the	Electoral	Commission	to	communicate	as	widely	and	as	forcefully	
as	possible	in	order	to	increase	both	knowledge	and	participation	in	the	process”.		
	
Additionally,	 DAIC	 expresses	 gratitude	 to	 the	 Mr.	 Burton	 and	 his	 Team	 from	 the	
Dominica	Electoral	Commission	 for	 their	support	 in	 this	 timely	discussion	and	the	
various	 stakeholders	 who	 attended	 this	 meaningful	 engagement.	 DAIC	 further	
encourages	Members,	other	Private	Sector	participants	and	Stakeholders	to	continue	
to	utilize	 its	Eggs	&	 Issues	platform	 for	 communication	 and	engagement	with	key	
stakeholders	in	order	to	drive	critical	issues	that	have	relevance	for	the	private	sector	
and	greater	society	at	large.			
	
	

	



	

	
	


